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It seems, then, that the atmosphere of the
new world has already affected philosophy
in two ways. In the first place, it has accel-
era^ed and rendered fearless the disintegration
(^conventional categories ; a disintegration
on which modern philosophy has always
been at work, and which has precipitated its
successive phases. In the second place, the
younger cosmopolitan America has favoured
the impartial assemblage and mutual con-
frontation of all sorts of ideas. It has pro-
duced, in intellectual matters, a sort of
happy watchfulness and insecurity. Never
was the human mind master of so many facts
and sure of so few principles. Will this
suspense and fluidity of thought crystallise
into some great new system ? Positive gifts
of imagination and moral heroism are re-
quisite to make a great philosopher, gifts
which must come from the gods and not
from circumstances* But if the genius should
arise, this vast collection of suggestions and
this radical analysis of presumptions which
he will find in America may keep him from
going astray. Nietzsche said that the earth
has been a mad-house long enough. Without
contradicting him we might perhaps soften